Coxsackievirus group B antibodies in the ventricular fluid of infants with severe anatomic defects in the central nervous system.
Ventricular fluids from four of 28 newborn infants who were initially seen with severe congenital anatomic defects in the central nervous system contained neutralizing antibody to at least one serotype of coxsackieviruses group B. Two of the four infants with anti-coxsackieviruses group B antibody in the ventricular fluid did not have a detectable level of the same antibody(ies) in their serum. The ventricular fluid of one of the infants had immunoglobulin M neutralizing antibody directed against coxsackievirus B6. Of 11 mother-infant pairs that had neutralizing antibody to coxsackieviruses group B in both sera, nearly half had antibodies directed against more than one serotype. These data suggest the possibility of an association between congenital infections with coxsackieviruses group B and rare severe CNS defects.